
VISIT

VISITING THE MUSEUM
Explore the Kemper Art Museum’s current 
special exhibitions or world-renowned 
collection with a docent-led, educator-led, or 
self-guided tour. 

The Museum’s education department offers 
programs tailored for classes from kindergarten 
through high school. Our education staff 
and docent guides are trained in interactive, 
inquiry-based teaching, to actively engage your 
students. Through discussion with their peers, 
teachers, and Museum guides, students will be 
challenged to look closely and think creatively 
about original works of art.

TRANSPORTATION
The Missouri Arts Council (MAC) offers the Big 
Yellow School Bus grant for student field trips 
to any MAC-funded institution, like the Mildred 
Lane Kemper Art Museum. For information 
please contact Julie Hale at 314.340.6853 or 
julie.hale@ded.mo.gov.

The Museum also has limited funds available to 
help cover the cost of transportation.

ABOUT THE MUSEUM
The Mildred Lane Kemper Art Museum dates 
back to 1881 with the founding of the St. Louis 
School and Museum of Fine Arts at Washington 
University. Its collection was formed in large 
part by acquiring significant 
works by artists of the time, 
a legacy that continues 
today. Now one of the finest 
university collections in the 
United States, the Museum 
contains strong holdings of 
19th-, 20th-, and 21st-century 
European and American paintings, sculptures, 
prints, installations, and photographs. The 
collection also includes some Egyptian and Greek 
antiquities and more than 100 Old Master prints.

In 2004 the Museum was renamed the 
Mildred Lane Kemper Art Museum and linked 
to Washington University’s newly formed 
interdisciplinary arts center, the Sam Fox School 
of Design & Visual Arts. The Museum opened 
in its new building, designed by Pritzker Prize-
winning architect Fumihiko Maki in 2006.

The Kemper Art Museum presents three new 
exhibitions each semester (fall, spring, and 
summer). Sign up for the Kemper Educator 
eNews on our website to receive information 
on upcoming exhibitions and educational 
opportunities.

CONTACT US

314.935.4523 | kemperartmuseum.wustl.edu
11a–5p Daily | 11a–8p First Friday of every 

month | Closed Tuesday

Front: Carrie Mae Weems, Untitled (Colored People Grid), 2009–10. 
Thirty-one screen-printed papers and eleven inkjet prints, 87 7/8 x 
75 3/16 “ (overall). Mildred Lane Kemper Art Museum, Washington 
University in St. Louis. University purchase, Bixby Fund, and with 
funds from Bunny and Charles Burson, Helen Kornblum, Kim and 
Bruce Olson, and Barbara Eagleton, 2014.
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Contact Amy Miller, assistant educator, at 
314.935.5624 or amy.miller@wustl.edu for more 
details and to schedule a tour.

Teachers from Maplewood Richmond Heights School District held a 
professional development day at the Kemper Art Museum inspired 
by the 2012–13 exhibition Design with the Other 90%: CITIES.



PERMANENT COLLECTION TOURS
The Museum offers a variety of inquiry-based
tours. Possible target Missouri grade level
expectations (GLEs) for Visual Arts are indicated
for each. All tours fulfill Communication Arts
GLEs for Listening and Speaking (1.A–B, 2A) and
Information Literacy (2.A).

Art Basics | grades K–2
An introduction to art elements, including color,
shape, line, texture, and space.
VA: II.1.A–B, D–E; II.2.D; III.1.A; III.2.A; IV.1.A; V.1.B

Faces and Places | grades 2–8
A closer look at portraits and landscapes.
Students see and describe how artists represent
people and places both past and present.
VA: III.1.A; III.2.A; IV.2.A; V.1.B

Narratives in Art | grades 4–12
A discussion of how artists tell stories with
images. Students practice putting their
interpretations into words through group
discussion and descriptive creative writing.
VA: III.1.A; III.2.A; IV.2.A; V.1.B
CA: Writing 1.A, 2.A–D, 3.A

Materials, Media, and Methods | grades 4–12
An exploration of the relationship between an
artist’s subject matter and materials. Students
learn about a variety of artistic materials and
methods both traditional and unusual.
VA: II.1.A–B, D–G; II.2.C; II.2.E; III.2.A; V.1.B

Looking at Architecture and Space | grades 6–12
Students explore the relationship between the
structure and purpose of buildings through a tour
of the Mildred Lane Kemper Art Museum building.
*applicable GLEs depend on reading level

STE(A)M | all grade levels
An exploration of the ways science, technology,
engineering, and math are related to art.
Students learn both art and STEM concepts
through an arts-integrated approach.
VA: II.2.A; III.2.A; IV.2.A
Science & Mathematics: applicable GLEs
depend on the level of the students

SPECIAL EXHIBITION TOURS

The Kemper Art Museum presents nine special 
exhibitions each year, so check back often to 
see what we have on view! An Educator Guide 
containing discussion questions, activities, 
artist biographies, vocabulary lists, and art 
historical information accompanies some 
exhibitions. Teachers can enrich student learning 
experiences by incorporating Educator Guides 
into the classroom before or after visiting. All 
current and past Educator Guides are available at 
kemperartmuseum.wustl.edu/ExhMaterials. 

STUDY ROOM
The Museum’s Study Room is available by 
appointment to view artworks not installed in 
the galleries. Previously, classes have examined 
Greek vases, Japanese prints, and 19th-century 
French paintings. The entire Museum collection 
is online at kemperartmuseum.wustl.edu/
collection/explore.

TEACHER WORKSHOPS
The Museum has a variety of 2–3 hour 
thematic Teacher Workshops available 
upon request. Through these educator-led 
professional development opportunities, 
teachers will learn new ways to facilitate arts-
based learning in their classrooms. For more 
information, visit kemperartmuseum.wustl.
edu/teacherworkshops  or contact Amy Miller 
at amy.miller@wustl.edu or 314.935.5624.

Exploring Diversity and Inclusion Through Art
How can art can challenge entrenched ways 
of thinking about race, gender, and sexuality? 
Participants in this workshop examine themes 
such as representation, individuality, and 
intersectionality and consider how art can 
spark conversations related to identity.

Bringing Contemporary Art to the Classroom
This workshop empowers teachers to use 
contemporary art as a resource. Participants 
explore themes such as identity, social justice, 
politics, globalization, and environmentalism 
and consider how art can be a lens for 
understanding contemporary life.

STEM Concepts In Art
Participants in this workshop use visual art as 
a jumping off point to explore concepts such 
as potential and kinetic energy, equilibrium, 
renewable and non-renewable resources, 
optics, algebra, and the scientific method.

Manifest Destiny through the Eyes of Artists
Art helped shape public opinion on the 
controversial ideology of Manifest Destiny. 
In this workshop, teachers consider which 
perspectives were and were not included in 
representations of the west and explore the 
line between documentary and propaganda.

Art and Politics
This workshop equips teachers to use 
art that engages with political themes in 
their classrooms. Possible themes include 
urbanization, industrialization, globalization, 
and imperialism in 19th–21st-century politics.

High school students from Maplewood Richmond Heights discuss the 
2013–14 exhibition Rashid Johnson: Message to Our Folks.

The Kemper is by far my favorite museum in STL. 
Your exhibits seem to mirror what I am teaching (a 

coincidence!), and yours is a welcoming environment 
to intellectually curious students. 

-Angela Knight, Crossroads College Prep School


